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INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO EB-08 AGR-01 COME-OO /030 R 


DRAFTED BY OPIC/F BBROWNE 
APPROVED BY ARA/CAR:JGRIFFITH 
EB/IFD/OIA : D V GRANT 
ARA/CAR:GDESANTILLANA 

009234 09095 1Z/21 

R 08225 1Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 


UNCLAS STATE 200521 


FROM OPIC 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIN 

SUBJECT: SUGAR PROJECT PROPOSAL 

1 . RECEIVED INQUIRY FROM A CONSORTIUM OF US INTERESTS CON- 
CERNING POSSIBLE OPIC ASSISTANCE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A SUGAR MILL AND REFINERY IN HAITI. THE CONSORTIUM IS 
REPRESENTED BY RAFAEL L. GONZALEZ OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA. 
THE PROJECT IS TO BE LOCATED AT ST. MICHAEL'S DE L’ALALAYE. 
TOTAL PROJECT COST IS $36MM AND SOME OF THE EQUIPMENT WILL 
BE BROUGHT IN FROM THE BAHAMAS WHERE IT IS PRESENTLY IN 
STALLED. 

2. IN ANALYZING THIS REQUEST. OPIC IS PARTICULARLY CON- 
CERNED THAT PROJECT SHOULD NOT EXPORT SUGAR FROM HAITI TO 
THE US. UNDER ITS NEW LEGISLATION. OPIC CAN ONLY ASSIST 
SUGAR PROJECTS WHICH PRODUCE FOR THE LOCAL MARKET. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 200521 

3. GIVEN THE LARGE SIZE OF THE PROJECT IT BECOMES CLEAR 
THAT THE GOH WILL HAVE TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE. THE 
PROJECT WOULD REQUIRE GOH ASSISTANCE IN LAND CLEARING AND 
MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS. SUBJECT ALREADY INFORMS US THAT 
IN MEETINGS CONDUCTED WITH THE GOH HE HAS RECEIVED INDICA- 
TIONS OF SUPPORT. 
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4. TO ENABLE OPIC TO PROPERLY ANALYZE THIS REQUEST WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR ASSISTANCE IN ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING 
QUESTIONS: 

A. WHAT IS PRESENT DEMAND FOR SUGAR IN HAITI AND 

WHAT IS OUTLOOK FOR THE DEMAND GROWTH OF NEXT FIVE YEARS? 

B. WHAT SUPPLY SOURCES MEET CURRENT DEMAND AND 
WHAT IS OUTLOOK FOR FUTURE SUPPLY? 

C. IN YOUR OPINION HOW SHOULD WE ASSESS LIKELIHOOD 
OF GOH SUPPORT FOR THIS PROJECT, AND WHO WOULD BE THE 
APPROPRIATE CONTACT FOR OPIC? 

5. FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THIS PROJECT, FEEL FREE 
TO CONTACT MICHEL PEREZ OF THE BANK OF CHICAGO. 

6. THANKS FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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